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APPEARANCES:

Darren Washington, Board Chairman
Jacqueline Holmes, Board Secretary
James Piggee, Board Member
Kimberly Robinson, Township Trustee
Sherita Smith, Chief Deputy
Romeka Bonds, Executive Secretary
Deidre Monroe, Board Attorney
Rinzer Williams, III, Township Attorney
Steve Dalton, Financial Advisor
and

Members of the Public
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REGULAR MEETING

(BOARD MEETING COMMENCED AT 6:08 PM.)

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Good evening
ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
township board meeting for this evening.
Can we please stand for the Pledge of
Allegiance.

(PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.)

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Good evening,

Ms. Bonds. How are you this evening?

MS. BONDS: Good. How are you, Chairman
Washington?

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Doing great.

Can we start with a roll call?

MS. BONDS: Yes, sir.

Ms. Holmes?

MS. HOLMES: Present.

MS. BONDS: Mr. Washington?

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Present.

MS. BONDS: Mr. Piggee?

MR. PIGGEE: Present.

CHATIRMAN WASHINGTON: With three board
members in attendance, we have enough for a
quorum. We'll go to Item No. 2, approval of
the minutes for July 20th, 2020.

And Chair makes a motion for the
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REGULAR MEETING

approval --

MR. PIGGEE: So moved.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: -- of the minutes
of July 20th, 2020.

Are there any questions by board members
regarding the minutes of the meeting or
Madame Trustee?

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: No, I don't have any.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Hearing none, may
we have a roll call.

MS. BONDS: Mr. Piggee?

MR. PIGGEE: Present.

MS. BONDS: Ms. Holmes?

MS. HOLMES: Present -- no, wait.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: We're doing the
approval of the minutes.

MR. PIGGEE: Yay. Yes.

MS. BONDS: Ms. Holmes?

MS. HOLMES: Yes.

MS. BONDS: Mr. Washington?

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Yes.

With three yeses, the motion carries for
the approval of the minutes of July 20th,
2020.

Item No. 3, Notice to Taxpayers of
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additional appropriations.

Madam Trustee.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Good afternoon. We
will have -- defer back to our financial
advisor, Mr. Dalton.

MR. DALTON: Good evening, everyone,
board members, Trustee.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Good evening.

MR. DALTON: Thank you.

Items 3 and 4 are attached at the hip,
so I will tell you what Item 3 is, but it
does not require an action. It is merely a
copy of the advertisement that was run in
the newspaper on September lst. We're
required to run such an advertisement at
least 10 days prior to this meeting, which
refers to Resolution '20-06.

With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I'll
go ahead and move to Item 4 because it's the
next item. The resolution asks for $500,000
to be appropriated in the line item, "Other
Services and Charges out of the Rainy Day
Fund."

I'd like the Trustee to speak to the use

of these dollars because it's related to
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this facility, if you could.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Okay. Yes, I'm
sorry. I wasn't paying attention. So what
we are asking is what we asked of last
meeting when we mentioned the different
things that needed to be repaired to keep us
functioning down here. Like, to date -- I
was saving it for my words, but to date, the
asbestos has been removed. And Bloomfield
is actually just waiting for the piece of
equipment that they need to replace out to
come in. And all of the other things that
we have repaired. Like, right now we're
finding that we are having problems out at
the NPC and some plumbing issues.

So it was just really proficient to have
the money so we wouldn't have to try and
call every other day to say, can we do this,
can we do that? And we've used most -- not
most -- not nearly most of it. But we've
done most of the improvements is what I
meant to say. I'm sorry.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Any questions by
board members?

Hearing none. We need to pass this
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resolution though, don't we?

MR. WILLIAMS: The public.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Is there anyone
tonight in the public that would like to
speak on Resolution 2020-6?

Hearing none, the Chair makes a motion
to approve Resolution 2020-6, additiomnal
appropriations. Is there a second?

MR. PIGGEE: Second.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: May we have a roll
call, Ms. Bonds.

MS. BONDS: Mr. Piggee?

MR. PIGGEE: Yes.

MS. BONDS: Ms. Holmes?

MS. HOLMES: Yes.

MS. BONDS: Mr. Washington?

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Yes.

With three yays, the resolution passes.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Item No. 5,
Resolution 2020-07, appropriations and tax
rates, Budget Form 4.

Mr. Dalton.

MR. DALTON: Thank you again.

And again, the next two items, Items 5
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and 6 are attached. Item 5 is the actual
resolution numbered No. 7 that you will be
asked to adopt at the next meeting in
October. We are not allowed to hold the
public hearing on the budget and adopt the
budget at the same meeting. So this
document will come back to you in one month
for adoption.

The details for this document are in the
second document that you have in your
possession, which is 2020-08. And it also,
again, shows you what notice was already run
to the taxpayers. And this is the document
that would be probably most known to you as
the line item budget. We included each line
item that we're were going to be asking you
to you approve next month in the line item
budget, under the Budget -- what's called
Budget Form 1, budget estimate for each
fund: The Rainy Day Fund, the General Fund,
the Township Assistance Administration Fund,
the Township Assistance Benefits Fund.

I will make a note that the recreation
fund, which you currently use, we will be

folding at the end of this year. Maybe
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folding is the wrong word. But we'll be
eliminating that fund, and the dollars in
that fund will automatically revert to the
Civil Fund, the General Fund, as they're
needed to by statute. There's really no
reason to have a totally separate fund. It
was creating a lot more effort to move both
people and dollars around when they all are
similarly working for the benefit of the
civil township.

There is no request for a vote tonight,
Mr. President, but there is a request that
the public be required to comment.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Before we go to
the public, are there any board members
tonight that would like to speak or ask any
questions regarding Resolution 2020-07
and -08?

MS. HOLMES: None.

MR. PIGGEE: None.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Mr. Piggee?

MR. PIGGEE: None.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Okay. Is there
anyone in the audience this evening that has

any questions or any comments regarding
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Resolution Nos. 2020-07 or 2020-08?

Okay. Hearing none, we will go to Item
No. 7, which is Resolution No. 2020-09.

MR. DALTON: I'd be happy to introduce
this resolution. You see every year a
similar resolution on salaries. 1It's
required that we pass a resolution annually
to stipulate to the salaries for the elected
officials and the employees of the Township.
I don't actually know that there were any
changes made, so I'd like to ask Ms. Smith
if she'd like to point out any changes
because I believe it is, for the most part,
the same as 2020; is that correct?

MS. SMITH: That is correct. I guess
the only things that were changed were there
were a couple of positions that were added
back to it. They had previously been on
previous resolutions, and they were just
added on. For example, the -- there was a
personnel administrator position for human
resources that was on a previous resolution.
When that position was no longer available,
when those positions had been eliminated,

that was added back. So that is the only
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addition. Everything else -- our positions
were already on here.

MR. PIGGEE: Mr. Chair, I have a
question.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Mr. Piggee.

MR. PIGGEE: You said something about
elected officials -- you said something
about elected officials' salaries. Can you
explain that?

MR. DALTON: You and the Trustee.

MR. PIGGEE: So it's talking about just
tﬁe Board and the Trustee?

MR. DALTON: Yes.

MR. PIGGEE: Okay. Please make that
clear because I thought you was talking
about all the elected officials.

MR. DALTON: No. Just you guys.

And Mr. Chairman, just to note, you can
take action on this resolution. There's no
requirement that we wait until October.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: For the salaries.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Madam Trustee, do
you have anything?

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: No. I was just

saying for the salaries. And just as the

BOSS REPORTERS
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other one, I wanted to say nothing had
changed.

And I wanted to make sure, did you all
get your packages in time? I know there was
a request for a week out.

MR. PIGGEE: Yes.

MS. HOLMES: Yes.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: And I wanted to make
sure.

MS. HOLMES: Thank you.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Any questions from
any board members regarding Resolution
2020-09 -- from board members?

MS. HOLMES: I have none.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: None.

Any questions from the public?

(NO RESPONSE.)

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: The Chair would
like to make a motion for the approval of
Resolution 2020-09. 1Is there a second?

MS. HOLMES: I'll second.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Any discussions?
Hearing none, roll call, Ms. Bonds.

MS. BONDS: Mr. Piggee?

BOSS REPORTERS
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MR. PIGGEE: Yes.

MS. BONDS: Ms. Holmes?

MS. HOLMES: Yes.

MS. BONDS: Mr. Washington?

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Yes.

With three yeses and zero nos, the
motion carries for Resolution 2020-09, the
2021 salary budget.

At this time afe there anybody here that
would like to make public comments?

Hearing none.

Madam Trustee, good evening.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Good evening. I see
we have a huge crowd today. Our friends
over from City Council, welcome. My council
lady, Linda Caldwell -- no, Linda Barnes
Caldwell, First District Councilman William
Godwin, and our At-Large Councilman Mr. Ron
Brewer.

Also, I'd like to thank all the
employees who stayed over tonight for the
meeting. I just want to report out that,
again, most of the work that we were asking
for as an improvement have been done. We're

just waiting for some equipment to come in.
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We have turned in our reimbursement to the
Lake County Auditor for all of the PPE, the
maintenance, and the food and vouchers that
we gave out to the tune of $144,730.15. T
don't think that's a lot. And I hear that
we have lots of money to give. So let's
keep our prayers and fingers crossed. We
are back to regular hours.

Yes, Mr. Piggee.

MR. PIGGEE: Will you repeat the money
that was spent on --

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: $144,730.15.

MR. PIGGEE: Was that for the wvouchers
that you did?

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: That was for
vouchers. That was for gift cards. That
was for maintenance that included the fog
and the floor. That was for all the PPE
equipment that you see.

MR. PIGGEE: Okay.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Okay?

MR. PIGGEE: Okay.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Again, we're back to
regular hours. We're back to full time,

from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. So if you have

BOSS REPORTERS
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anyone -- we stopped taking clients -- well,
not stopped taking clients, but staff and I
decided that it was working well as we have
people to -- customers to still come and get
a take-home package, £ill it out, they'll
get a call, do intake over the phone and
just bring back whatever we need. And then
we call them back when they have to come in
and sign for their vouchers, their purchase
orders, for anything they we're paying for
them. And it's a lot easier.

We don't have more than staff in the
building still, and we are -- you know,
still have these guards up everywhere
downstairs, and we're still cleaning daily,
our maintenance department. So we're pretty
good.

We're back at the NPC Monday through
Friday, and we are recouping some of our
money as we can, like -- was that two weeks
or a week ago, Ms. Scott or Ms. Hunter? We
had like a repass almost every day of the
week. We're still holding it at 80 people
per event. And we now also have -- what's

also included in our reimbursements, if you

BOSS REPORTERS
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noticed downstairs, we have new metal
detectors, but they also take temperatures.
So everyone that walks in, walks through,
and you probably heard it say your
temperature is normal. Otherwise, you
wouldn't have made it up to here. So I
think we have had to turn a few people away.
And I think that is the end of my report.

Is that everything, Ms. Smith?

MR. SMITH: Yes.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Are there any
questions, comments, concerns?

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Thank you.
Attorney Monroe?

MS. MONROE: Madam Trustee, I will say
that the City did receive their
reimbursement from the State for their PPE
request so --

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Do you know how much
it was?

MS. MONROE: I think we got $100,000.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Oh, okay.

MS. MONROE: And they're asking the

various departments to let them know exactly

BOSS REPORTERS
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what they asked for so that they can put it
back into the budget.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Good. Okay. Gives
us hope -- encouraging, yes. Sorry.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Board comments?
Ms. Holmes, do you have any comments?

MS. HOLMES: No, not today.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Mr. Piggee?

MR. PIGGEE: Well, I'm glad that the
Trustee has got the Township building up to
par and doing what you're supposed to do
because everywhere you go the people are
sticking their gun up to your head and
taking your temperature and that type of
thing.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Oh, okay.

(LAUGHTER. )

MR, PIGGEE: Everywhere you go, so I'm
glad you're keeping that up to date now.

TRUSTEE ROBINSON: Thank you. And we've
got thermometers down here. We don't got
guns.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Is that it?

MR. PIGGEE: Yeah.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Are you done?

BOSS REPORTERS
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MR. PIGGEE: I'm positive.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: I also would like
to thank council president, Mr. Godwin,

Ms. Barnes Caldwell in the fifth district
and Mr. Ron Brewer at large for attending
our meeting. We're not usually blessed with
such royalty. Thank you for coming out.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Good to be here.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: I just want to
acknowledge the great job that I believe --
that we believe that our Trustee has done,
especially during the pandemic. I think
that the worst is yet to come, but we still
need to be wise and make sure we're
operating at six feet and also wearing
our mask. I know what others have said,
that it's a hoax, but there has been many
deaths and many prominent deaths to say
otherwise.

So me, personally -- I don't speak for
the board, but I pray that God continues to
bless everyone in the city and in this
community with a blood hedge of protection
as we are spiritually right now in the Feast

of Trumpets. And then in about nine days we

BOSS REPORTERS
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will have the Day of Atonement and then
followed by the Feast of Tabernacles,
which talks about God's coming and also
repenting.

So I believe that as we come together as
a community and follow the commandments of
God, he will protect us because the word of
God says no weapon formed against us and
knowingly shall prosper and all things work
together for the good to them who love God,
to them who are called according to his
purpose.

And I believe everyone in this room who
fights for justice, fights for our people,
we are called according to his purpose.

So don't be afraid because there's a
blood hedge of protection around Gary,
Indiana, Northwest Indiana and its
residents.

And with that being said, the Chair
makes a motion for adjournment. Is there a
second?

MS. HOLMES: I second.

CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: All in favor

signify by saying aye?

BOSS REPORTERS
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BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.
CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON: Opposed, nay. The
ayes have it. You all have a blessed and

wonderful evening. Thank you.

(MEETING CONCLUDED AT 6:20 PM.)

BOSS REPORTERS
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STATE OF INDIANA

COUNTY OF LAKE

THE CALUMET TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

GARY, INDIANA

REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

I, KRISTEN K. STOKES, CSR, Notary Public in
and for the County of Lake, State of Indiana, do
hereby certify that I reported in machine shorthand
the foregoing proceedings had in the above-entitled
matter, at the time and place herein set forth; and
I do further certify that the foregoing transcript,
is a true and correct transcript of my said

stenographic notes.

Signed this 25th day of September, 2020.

K K e,

KRISTEN K. STOKES, CSR
CSR# 084-003723

My Commission Expires: 8/27/23
Notary Public: Lake County, Indiana
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